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E d i t o r ’s N o t e
Dreams are Dimensionless
This month, I realized how translating an abstract
subject into a visual object can throw us into disarray. The cover page in this issue for our Dream
theme is a fruition of that struggle. But isn’t that
true somewhere for our chase after our dreams—the
times when we feel our dreams are sapped of its
power.
Dreams give us that momentary will of being on a
whim. That imagining—dreaming, noodling, audaciously rejecting for what is (for the moment) true—
is the way we discover what is new or important to
us. Sometimes we lose our sense of reasoning,
sometimes our insights evaporate, and sometimes
we hold on to them so dearly that days become arbitrary. Dreams are confusing creatures that we love
to pet. They add color, bring hope, and show us
what we are made up of. Our choice of the cover
image is an analogy to that understanding—colorful
dimensionless shreds joining to make a whole.
If that was complex to digest, let me tell you that
living a dream as a Toastmaster is easy. Because opportunity strikes at every moment along this journey.
When I began the year 2016, I maintained a spreadsheet which had three tabs—Days, Goals, and
Dreams. The first tab had a calendar with days when
I achieved something remarkable or memorable, or
one that left me grateful. The second tab had all the
quantifiable goals I wanted to accomplish, right from
finishing a CL project to reviving my blog. And the
third tab had a huge list of dreams—from combating my fear for swimming to watching 24 TV series
through the year (I was never really a TV show person). But one of the dreams I listed on that sheet
changed me forever. “Meet one new person every
week”, I wrote on one of the rows of the long list.
Toastmasters gave me that opportunity to converse
with people of different ages and backgrounds every
week. I cherish the conversations I’ve had with people where we began by asking how old are you at
Toastmasters to how old is your grandson. I think

that camaraderie we all enjoy when our personal and
formal boundaries disappear is the most magical
thing about living our dream as an evolving Toastmaster—because they then automatically seep into
our speech!
This month, we received an outrageous number of
member and leader stories. We thank every member
who has spent every careful minute in preparing those
drafts and sending them to us on time. Although we
feature only a select number of contributions, we assure you of trying our best in featuring them in upcoming editions.
In this issue, we bring to you stories our dreamy-eyed
Toastmasters have nurtured and lived. We also extend
our District’s presence geographically by featuring a
note from our two special toastmasters from Singapore and Saudi.
We hope you find the stories we’ve curated delightful.
If there’s a story you “dream” to share, drop your articles to our team by writing to editor@d98tm.in. Wish
you all a great start to 2017! Happy reading!

Pooja Vijay Kumar
Editor, Communicate 98
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Celebrating the Milestones
450th Club Meeting
Dec 10: Genesis Toastmasters Club of Pune

50th Club Meeting

50th Club Meeting
Dec 17: Deccan Toastmasters Club, Pune

Dec 8: Hitachi Consulting Toastmasters Club
Hyderabad

200th Club Meeting

200th Club Meeting

Dec 22: Harman Toastmasters Club, Pune

Nov 30: Halliburton Toastmasters Club, Pune
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Leader Bulletin

“Friends and fellow Toastmasters,
It is my proud privilege to extend heartfelt greetings to you and your family on the occasion of
New Year 2017.
To borrow the words of novelist Richard Bach,
“what the caterpillar calls the end of the world,
the master calls the butterfly.” I believe this gentle thought is good enough to hold on as we
change our calendars.
Lets us all become the masters and look at life
through a perspective where every change becomes a glorious opportunity.
Chandra Shekar (CSK), DTM
District Director, District 98

Wishing all of you a fantastic, fruitful, and formidable year in 2017!

”

““It might take a year, it might take a day but

what’s meant to be will always find its way”, we
are meant to grow and growth is all what happened in the last six months of a successful
Toastmasters Year.
It is a matter of pride that we have added 15
clubs already in this year across Raipur, Indore,
Nagpur, Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Jamnagar, Gandhinagar and very soon Surat.
The energy in our members is infectious in conducting demo meets, PR events, and quality TM
meets, and we plan to conduct more sessions inviting our prospective community to know about
the Toastmasters movement. The Indore Marketing event is planned to take off on February 5th
while we intend to schedule one in Visakhapatnam during the end of May.
Let’s welcome our new friends as we grow and
stay upbeat through a happy 2017!

”

Ravi Teja
Club Growth Director, District 98
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T h e m e S c h e me
A Whet Dream
According to C S Lewis “You are never too old to set
another goal or dream a new dream”.
I was introduced to Toastmasters at the time I was
due to retire from corporate life. I was happy I had
found a platform which would help me find ‘my voice’.
Joining as a Charter Member of the third club to be
chartered in Mumbai, I dreamt of the time in school I
had participated in and won the Inter Division Elocution Competition—of the time I had participated in
the play or being part of the welcome song at the Annual Prize Distribution Day. Somewhere between puberty and adulthood as my voice broke and the Adams apple stood out, I lost my voice.
Attending a Toastmasters club meeting, interacting
with members and seeing how effortlessly they made
you comfortable, I dreamt of the time I would be able
to do the same.
As I got into the Toastmasters program and began to
experience its benefits, I dreamt of contributing to the
growth of the club. I would someday like to be a
mentor to a new member. I would like to see our club
having a large membership. Soon the dream began to
take shape. We had guests at every meeting and I began to speak to them and made them comfortable.
Our membership grew. Many of the guests wanted to
start a club in their organization. I was invited to
speak to their higher authorities. We helped to form
clubs and I played the role of a sponsor or a mentor.
This whet my appetite for Toastmasters.
Why am I only talking about the growth of Toastmasters in Mumbai? What about my personal growth. I
began by being a shadow VP PR and then steadily
rose to be the President of the Club. I dreamt and
worked towards making the club President’s Distinguished. But alas that was not to be. We were Select
Distinguished. In subsequent years the Club attained
the President’s Distinguished status and also received
the Golden Gavel and Diamond Club awards.

Arvind Nair, DTM
Program Quality Director, District 98

What have I achieved in over eight years of being in
Toastmasters? I have become a Distinguished Toastmaster. I have seen myself being elected a leader.
What do I dream of? I wish to see the birth of clubs in
new cities, the emergence of new leaders who would
continue to spread the Toastmasters program and see
them grow in their professional and personal life.
I came across the following snippet which beautifully
sums my dream:
Only as high as I reach can I grow
Only as far as I seek can I go
Only as deep as I look can I see
Only as much as I dream can I be!
I plead guilty of not wanting to see my appetite for
Toastmasters satiated. That is quite a whet dream!
By Arvind Nair, DTM
Program Quality Director, District 98

COMMUNICATE 98 | DECEMBER 2016

WWW.D98TM.IN

7

L e a d e r M o m en t
Size Does Not Matter!
I am sure if we conduct a survey on size, most of us
would say BIG is good—a BIG HOUSE, a BIG HUG, or a
BIG PARTY. Before I let your imagination run wild on
what else could be BIG, I wish to share with you an
incident that changed my beliefs on size.
I was busy typing to glory on my laptop, when I heard
“Sir I am doing my diploma in Forensic Science. It is the
in thing now, many organizations including Police are
utilizing our services, and I have cleared my last year
and got a job offer from an MNC.” a meek lady-like
voice disturbed my peace and focus. I nodded my
head in disgust “another show off,” I thought, and
continued with my work.
The conversation went on for about a minute or two
after which a rough manly voice claimed, “meri ladki
hai saab”, “she is my daughter”. The voice seemed familiar and I stretched to get a glimpse. I could not
identify the man as I could not see his face clearly.
“OK Sir, have a great week ahead” said the girl concluding their discussion. As they walked toward the
door, I could see the young girl tightly clutching the
hands of the man and whispering sheepishly, “mee
jast nahi na bollele,” meaning “hope I have not spoken
too much.”
Proud at his daughter’s achievement the father’s chest
was swelling with pride as he walked past me, head
held high, a broad smile that made his face glow. Narayan Rao (name changed), a peon working around 15
hour shifts daily for the last 15 years. He could not

Dr. Brillian S.K, DTM
First District Director, District 98

complete his schooling and had to do odd jobs to
make ends meet. Today he had brought his youngest daughter to office on family day. She had completed college and was ready to face the world—
confident and bold. At work, Narayan doesn’t get
too many moments to be proud of. This day was
different. This was THE day his dream had come
true! Though Narayan could not complete school,
his daughter lived his dream.
I have seen people boast about their ambitious
dreams, high aspirations, and sky rocketing achievements. This incident made me look at dreams with a
different perspective. I realized that its clichéd to
believe in the saying “Dream Big”. It’s about living
a dream, it’s about chasing a dream passionately,
and investing time to make that dream a reality.
While we all have dreams it’s not OK to merely
dream, it is important to work and make the dream
come true. What matters is the commitment, intent,
and passion. Just keep following your DREAMS, big
or small, SIZE DOESN’T MATTER.
By Dr. Brillian S.K, DTM
Immediate Past District Director, District 98
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A To a s t m a s t e r S p e a k s
A Dream Waiting to
Collide with Reality
I have a burning desire to be a motivational speaker
and a life coach. But, I have little clue of what to do
and from where to begin. I know where I want to go
but I’m unaware of the path. This is the dream that
has brought me to Toastmasters—because I love
speaking before people.
I have decided to avoid brooding over how it is to be
done. And have rather started focusing on what I
want to be than do.
Every single day, I visualize this dream of mine:
There is a big auditorium packed to capacity with
thousands of people. People who are sitting in a hope
to break their fears and embrace life. The moment is
no less a celebration of coming together of determined
people. The auditorium’s walls are light brown in color
with wooden flooring and black leather seats. The dais
is shimmering with bright light. Soothing music resonates through the hall. All the seats are occupied and
some are even standing in their unsuccessful struggle
of finding a seat.

Keshav Sharma

I can hear the thundering round of applause as I am
welcomed onto the stage. I feel like a celebrity when I
steal a glance at some members in the audience who
even broke into a small jig on my arrival. It is overwhelming to realize the magnitude of the stage.

I feel this sense of immense power to be accessible to
my audience. The fact that my words can touch their
hearts. With a wholehearted thank you, I start my
speech. Every word I utter makes me take cognizance
I am standing near the last seat of the auditorium. My of the fact that my voice could be reaching the deepest
name is announced on the stage to deliver my speech. I corner of their hearts.
can feel the thrill in my gait and the pride in my heart.
I feel the rush from the immense enthusiasm and ex- I feel so grateful for the opportunity. A speaker’s ability
citement of the moment. I try to keep myself calm and to be at the service of people to help them transform
composed under my skin and begin my walk toward their lives is a powerful responsibility.
the stage.
I visualize this dream every day with my eyes open. I
strongly believe that some day my dream might collide with reality. I believe that day is not too far...

By Keshav Sharma
TCS Maitree Toastmasters Club, Pune
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W h e n D re a m e r s B e c o m e C h a m p i o n s
“It’s a dream I never thought would happen in real
life,” were the first words from the World Champion of Public Speaking, 2015—Mohammed
Qahtani to the news media following the win, who
said he entered the contest “for practice” but
never expected to bring home the World Championship trophy.
In an exclusive note to District 98, the champion
gives us a glimpse into his dream he was silently
mastering.
I joined toastmasters in 2009, in fact, I was literally
dragged into a meeting.
My first meeting at Toastmasters still seems like only
yesterday. Table topics segment arrived and I stood
up to speak. I don't know why I did that, and I remember I spoke for 12 seconds and then I couldn't finish. I
was too nervous, too sweaty. I returned to my seat
and I decided to never speak again, but months later
the same guy dragged me again. This time I watched
a speaker who captivated everyone, I could listen to
him for hours; the speaker was so engaging and so
entertaining. That moment I decided—this is what I
Mohammed al Qahtani
want to be. With my every speech, my confidence was
World Champion of Public Speaking, 2015
building. In no time, I made it to my first speech contest; it was the Humorous Speech Contest. I did well at
the Club and Area levels, but was placed second at the Division.
I remember sitting in the back of the hall with my small second place trophy, hating myself for losing the first
place. My Club President walked up to me and congratulated me on the performance, but I couldn't wear a
smile. He asked about my disappointment, I answered "what’s the point of my win, I got a second place". He
then said, "You should aim for something bigger than just a trophy". I contemplated on his statement for a
moment and said "I want to speak to 1000 people”. Upon hearing my lofty ambition, he said, "If that is your
dream then one day you will be in the World Championship Finals”. He then handed me a piece of paper and
asked me to write my acceptance speech for when I win it. I was convinced that he was crazy but I followed the
idea and wrote what I imagined to say if I were to ever win on that glorious stage.
Five years after that day, I saw myself on the World Championship finals, speaking before 2500 people. I
thought my dream had turned into a reality regardless of my win. The big shock came when I won! I stood on
that podium and I recited the acceptance speech that I wrote five years ago.
Friends, when you believe in your dreams so much that it is no longer remains a dream, reality begins to happen!
By Mohammed al Qahtani
World Champion of Public Speaking, 2015
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A D e s p e r a t e To a s t m a s t e r
Seven years of friendship,
I hardly got to speak;
When she got her soulmate,
I felt the need to communicate;
In a desperation to hear myself, I joined toastmasters.
I have a family of four,
I wanted to have more;
My dog got someone to mate,
And my brother found a permanent date;
In a desperation to have a second family, I joined
toastmasters.
Anuradha Kadam

Shots got replaced by wine,
Let’s hog became let’s dine;

But you must communicate;

Cool buddies changed to boring aunties,

In a desperation to become a professional, I joined
toastmasters.

Travelling meant attending wedding parties;
In a desperation to have fun, I joined toastmasters.
Talking is a must in my profession,
I always have to pass relevant information;
You fight or you negotiate,

I was a tom boy in college,
Got into fights and gathered only knowledge;
Mom yelled it’s high time you find the one,
Or else we will get it done;
In a desperation to find the one, I joined toastmasters.
Routine is not me,
Variety is what I like to see;
So here I am at Margao, a toastmaster to be…

By Anuradha Kadam
Toastmasters International Margao Club, Goa
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Tr a c k e d
Tracking The Life Of A High Performance Leader: Vikram Chandra
District 98 Logistics Manager, Vikram Chandra recently earned the recognition for completing one of
the most challenging projects in the High Performance Leadership (HPL) program. HPL is an “actionlearning” program that helps members develop
leadership skills using a three part learning process
– study, action, and feedback. Vikram gives us an
insight into his journey. Excerpts below:
Q How did the idea of pursuing an HPL project occur to
you?
A It was July 6, 2016. The District team was looking for a
person who could take up the role of a "District Proxy
Chair" in the run-up to the International Elections that
were scheduled to be held in the month of August. I
thought the opportunity was a perfect fit for me to pursue
an HPL.
Q What were your main tasks in performing this project?

Vikram Chandra

A At the Toastmasters International Convention, which was
being held from 18-20 August, 2016 in Washington DC,
USA, an Annual Business Meeting takes place on the last
day of the Convention. Clubs vote to elect the international
officers and directors to the 2016-2017 Board of Directors.
The TRIO of District 98 were attending the Conference. My
task was to coordinate with all the 140 clubs of District 98
and urge them to cast their club vote to our District’s best
fit choice—District Director, Dr. Chandrasekhar D.P, DTM.

Q With the large number of clubs and members to coordinate, how did you manage a timely completion of the process?
A Only the President or Secretary of a club have the privilege on the TI site to assign their proxy to the District Director. Looking
at the huge number of clubs and the time that I had under my belt, I initially thought that this was a humongous feat. Nevertheless, I stayed determined and went on to create a guidance pool of mentors for my HPL project consisting of DTM Brillian, DTM
Niteash, TM Ravi Teja, DTM Sita, and TM Mani. I chalked a plan, shared it with my guidance committee, and even delivered a
speech at my club on the details. My plan consisted of having SPOCs assigned in all cities of D98—Hyderabad, Vizag, Mumbai,
Goa, Pune, Indore, Gujarat, and Nagpur. With the support of Area and Division Directors across these zones, I thought that I
could achieve this task within the said deadline. I then prepared a detailed documentation which consisted of all the steps required for the clubs to log in into the TI site and assign the proxy. This document was sent to all the clubs via the AD's, DivD’s,
and the SPOC's.
Q What were the challenges and memorable moments from your completion of this project?
A Our District Director, DTM Chandra, made things smooth by procuring the status reports of the proxies assigned by the clubs.
However, some of the challenges I faced were technical in nature like club officers not being able to cast their proxies owing to
incorrect passwords or documentation not reaching clubs owing to incorrect email IDs. Some clubs were just not reachable over
the phone. While there were also clubs that couldn't access "Club Central" despite a thorough documentation. I would spends
hours resolving these issues and coordinating with members. As the D-Day approached, my follow-ups with Chandra were more
frequent and in return I received the status reports!
Q What were the results from the project and what was your learning during your overall course of completion?
A The proxy assignment was duly completed by most of the clubs with an exception of 5 clubs whose reasons were beyond our
control. My efforts saw our District receive 274 votes at the Toastmasters International Convention. Our Leaders tell me that only
a handful of Districts garnered over 250 votes for electing their nominee. This endeavor has altogether enabled me with a new
experience of leading, coordinating, and supporting several teams. In the process, I received unparalleled learning in understanding the basic issues our clubs were facing. I had the fortune of making several new friends—that has been the most satisfying
reward from this project. I delivered a closing speech as part of my HPL project and received my HPL award which gave me the
credit as part of my ALS certification. Like a saying goes, "The greater the obstacle, the more the glory in overcoming it".
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F ro m A ro u n d T h e Wo r l d

Patrick Oei, DTM
Past International Director, 2014-2016
Toastmasters International

Touching Lives, Connecting People
Patrick Oei , DTM, is a speaker, coach, realtor, an entrepreneur in
the Health and Beauty industry. He was on the Board of Directors
of Toastmasters International from 2014 to 2016.

continually touched each day. Reach out and continue to
edify each other with our caring and sharing.
No matter which country you attend a Toastmasters
meeting, this is one place where you can exude confidence by learning to overcome the fear of public speaking. This is also the place where you derive the inspiration to do more—for yourself, the fellow club members,
the club, and eventually the Area, Division, District, and
the Organization as a whole.

“Be kind to others, they just need it because they
don’t know how to ask for help and they need our
love.” These words resounded with me as I heard a fellow toastmaster share his thoughts at a recent table topics. I am inspired by the wise words our new toastmasters speak each time. No matter how tired one is, a It is so touching to see meek entrants growing and
Toastmasters’ meeting offers many gems of advice, wis- glowing as they gain confidence over their fears, and
dom, and inspiration.
then breaking their personal barriers, and ultimately becoming leaders to help others and then move further up.
Do you remember the first time you walked into a Toastmasters meeting and felt enthralled by the members? I’ve had the opportunity to work through the ranks and
Do encourage your friends, associates, colleagues to at- have gotten to know many kind souls and seen many
tend a Toastmasters meeting each time you meet them. bloom in so many ways. The best result is when you also
Why?
see them touching lives as they connect to people.
This is the organization where we can Touch Lives and If you have not invited someone to a club meeting, no
Connect People. Ordinary people like you and me are matter where they are, do it today and touch a life.
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T h e m e S c h e me
Because, Dreams Keep Me Alive
Every morning before we get out of the bed, there are
two opposite personalities locking horns with each
other in our minds. One that conduces, confines, and
conjures you to the monotony of daily world; and the
other, the caged bird within you that wants to break
the shackles, dares to dream and fly high over the
clouds.
Exactly six months ago, on June 24, the caged bird inside me broke the shackles. I took some time out of
the eerie office schedule and attended my first ever
Toastmasters meet at Accenture. My exuberance and
enthusiasm that day paid dividends. Look where I
stand 180 days later. Thriving to live this dream of getting my article published in the District 98 newsletter.

Pavan Tulsija

To sum up my journey so far,

Amidst all those cocky voices in the concrete jungle,
derabad. I still feel the goosebumps from living that
there was a guy who forgot to dream,
day.
In his tunnel of endless darkness, Toastmasters
I always dreamt of delivering speeches before audicame like a beautiful beam,
ences that were alien to me. At Toastmasters, I’ve been
In his world of infinite questions, he finally found living that dream of mine on a regular basis—by atan answer,
tempting my projects at various corporate and comDare someone stop him again, this time he’s here munity clubs across Hyderabad.
to conquer!

The positive reinforcement of Toastmasters is so apThe role of my club members and the mentors has parent to me in my every living day. Once I conquered
been instrumental in shaping my dreams during the the first leg of my dream, it was time to get promoted
course of my journey. During my initial days, I dreamt to the next level.
of getting on to the stage more often. I lived this cov- “The universe has all the plans for you, be patient
eted dream of mine on October 8 when I hosted a enough for it to execute them well,” is a quote that
segment of Fun n Furore 2016, a Division event at Hy- summarizes my belief so well.
One fine winter morning in the early days of November, I received a call from the Division E, F, H PR team
member Aditya Raja welcoming me to join the team.
All the beautiful conspiracies when they come true in
succession, the scene becomes splendid.
I kept my dreaming habit alive. My club dreamt of
conducting a speech contest for all Accenture offices
across Hyderabad. Last week, we lived this collective
dream of ours with an outstanding response of over
100 participants.
Friends, in a desert of uncertainty, I found my oasis in
Toastmasters. I hope you find yours soon. Dare to
dream, the Universe will do its bit.
By Pavan Tulsija,
Accenture Hyderabad Toastmasters Club, Hyderabad
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T h a t ’s N o L a ug h i n g M a t t e r
The Positive Talkative
The biggest benefit of being a Toastmaster is the conviction that with a little bit of pruning and polishing you
can be transformed into a very superior animal. Every
speaker talks about how easy it is to rise above your
circumstances, how resourceful you really are, how you
can change your world merely by changing your
thoughts…in effect, how marvellous you could be if only
you gave yourself the permission to be.
After one such club meeting, I pulled myself up to my
full height of 5 feet 6 inches, readjusted my elegantly
undulating belly and put a spring into my stride. I
headed homeward determined to think positively and
live my magically transformed life to the fullest. The
train was late by about 30 minutes and that gave me a
stupendous opportunity to practice my positive thinking skills. So I surveyed with a grateful eye, the limbless
askers- of-alms, the squatters on the tracks and the
consumers of low density lipoproteins cleverly disguised as samosas. I was miraculously transported into
the compartment by an obliging wave of humanity. I
was submerged in life restoring aromas that flowed
freely from every orifice. Only the comforting press of
bodies prevented me from prostrating in prayer. This
sensational suburban sojourn abruptly ended with me,
again miraculously, spread-eagled on Platform number
2. I recalled the words of the 3rd speaker of the evening
who had delivered his inspirational P10 during the
meeting. “Smile, because your physical state determines
your mental state and vice-versa”. So I put on my widest smile, retrieved what remained of my shattered
body and battered ego, and moved towards the welcoming arms of my family.

Hasnain Changi

Thanks to technology, my loving family is always close
to me. It was therefore with little surprise and great anticipation that I rapturously received a WhatsApp message while ascending the last flight of stairs in my building. Should I wait until I was comfortably ensconced in
my home or should I read the message now?
Eventually curiosity won and with trembling fingers I
tapped the appropriate taps. “Get 2 litres of milk and a
packet of bread”. I replied with “I love you too” and attached the icon of a heart.
With a song on my lips and a flutter in my heart, I practically raced down the stairs to grab with both hands
this chance to be of some service to my family. “Look
upon every setback as an opportunity to do good and
become better”. The words of the TMoD echoed in my
ears. I swiftly made the purchases cashlessly and hot
footed it back up the seven flights of stairs, rang the
bell in many musical tones all the while smiling broadly.
My loving wife opened the door and I collapsed into her
arms.
When I regained consciousness, I was gently told that
the flutter that was in my heart while the song played
on my lips was a mild heart attack. The doctor told me
not to worry and to think positively. His parting words
were, “our world is shaped by our thoughts”. I smiled.
By Hasnain Changi
Area Director, A3
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The District Feed

On December 18, Divisions E,F, and H had a ball of a time at the Division
Picnic at Golkonda Fort. This picture shot on the lawn may have many
toastmasters from neighboring towns turn green with envy!

At Raipur, public speaking is a way of life!
On December 10, a first-of-a-kind Toastmasters Conclave was organized in Raipur. With the international pedigree of
Toastmasters and the unbridled energy of PROvakta, the event was seen as a huge success. The Club Growth Director
along with industry experts shared their insights on the role of communication in today's industry, and professors from
IIM Raipur and HNLU shared her remarkable experiences too.
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To p of t h e M o n t h
December Make A Wish to Santa Contest Winners
Tanya Bhatia, Accenture Hyderabad Toastmasters Club

“Dear Santa, please don't unemploy me after retirement for you have witnessed my excellent doorkeeping skills during TM meetings, fighting with dozens of guests from entering the room. I wish to gain
more expertise as a SAA so that I act as a bodyguard in IIFA awards, earn fame, and feed myself. Love, TM
Tanya
Sunita Patra, Toastmasters Club of Pune South East

“Dear Santa, how are you? I want to visit you in the North Pole. However I’m concerned the ice thaws every
second each day owing to pollution. I therefore wish for a perpetual green technology to save you and my
beautiful home planet. Tell Rudolph and other reindeers that I miss them. Love, TM Sunita
Winners of the contest will receive customized District 98 goodies within a fortnight! We are overwhelmed by the wholehearted participation of our members in the December Contest. We really hope Santa grants you all the wishes you dreamed
for!

COMMUNICATE 98’s PICKS FOR THE MONTH
Watch
Collateral Beauty
With a star cast comprising of Will Smith, Kate Winslet, Keira Knightley, Helen Mirren, Edward Norton, Michael
Peña, and Naomie Harris, this one is definitely a masterstroke. Coming from academy award winning producer of
'Spotlight', the plot is entwined with abstractions of life that compel a creative, charming, and charismatic individual
to give up all connections with life; until the age old tradition of writing letters comes to his rescue.
Read
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
Have you ever wished you had a neighbor like Mr. Bean? Well, imagine somebody, the polar opposite - Mr.
Grouchy. A simple story about an ordinary man with a routine life that is turned topsy-turvy when a set of extrovert
neighbors move in; revealing the soft side to the hardened exterior. An intriguing blend of humor and despair.
Do
Attend Standard Chartered Mumbai Marathon 2017, Mumbai
Put on those running shoes and get to the start line of the most challenging run of the year at the Mumbai Marathon on January 15!
Visit
Little Things, Hyderabad
If Christmas didn’t fill your appetite for sweets, head to Little things, a dessert
parlor in Banjara Hills. One bite and you will find your joy in little things!
Tap
PhotoScan by Google Photos
PhotoScan is the holy grail for your pictures from the yesteryears that never went digital. If you’ve ever tried to take
a photo of your old prints, chances are you’ve encountered a fair bit of glare from overhead lights or shadows from
your body leaning over images. PhotoScan uses machine learning to composite multiple images and override those
artifacts. You now have a strong and clear reason to become a child in your display pictures!

District 98 Sends You Birthday Bumps!
Dec 14

Ashley Lobo

Dec 23 Shijin Sreeraman

Division Director, G

Area Director, B3
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The Communicate 98 Team
Communicate 98 Mumbai and Goa Teams Raise a Toast to
a Merry Christmas!

Nishant
Mehta

Content Designer,
Hyderabad

Somnath
Bhattacharjee

Isha Verna

Meenal
Bale

Pooja
Vijay
Kumar

From left in the above picture:
Somnath: District Webmaster;
Nishant: Community Manager;
Isha: Content Designer, Mumbai;
Pooja: Communicate 98 Editor;
Meenal: Content Designer, Goa.

Sai Sridhar
Varahbhatla

Sindhusha
Grandhi

Community Manager

Congratulations on earning Amazon Gift
Card worth 1000 INR!

Aashirvad Khatanhar

District 98 congratulates Community Manager,
Dhiraj Nimbalkar, for his exceptional feat in
inviting maximum compelling Toastmaster stories around District 98 in the newsletter team’s
internal Santa Gift Challenge contest!
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Content Designer, Pune

Creative Director
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Wa s s u p !
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District 98 on
Social Networks

@d98tm
@dist98

d98tm.in

Tell us what you think about
our latest issue. Drop us a line
of feedback here.

Coming Soon—Engage
Disclaimer: Although great care has been taken in the compilation of content in this issue, we apologize for any inadvertent
errors or omissions. The newsletter contains individual views and opinions of contributors; District 98, the District Director, or
the Editor may not subscribe to the same views. You may report errors or omissions, or offer any suggestions to editor@d98tm.in.
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